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About this assessment project

Activities for the “Reintroduction of the Oriental white storks”, which is Japan’s first case
of the reintroduction of an animal that has become extinct in this country, have been
developed in Toyooka City and the surrounding area (hereinafter referred to as the Toy-
ooka region). Besides the Hyogo Prefectural University specialized institution for storks
called the Hyogo Park of the Oriental White Stork that leads the activities, government
actors, community residents, and companies in various fields have worked together to
develop these activities, which have made it possible for over 70 Oriental white storks to
inhabit the area in the wild as of 2013.

The aim of this project is to contribute to the progress of future activities including the
extension of these activities to other areas. A third-party committee will consist of six
government agencies that are deeply involved in these activities (Agency for Cultural
Affairs, Ministry of Land, Infrastructure, Transport and Tourism, Ministry of Agriculture,
Forestry and Fisheries, Ministry of the Environment, Hyogo Prefecture, and Toyooka
City) and will become cooperating partners to assess the process of the progress of
these activities at this time from the viewpoint of public measures and to clarify various
issues.

In this project, the process and mechanism used in the extension of the activities was
analyzed, by reviewing past activities carried out in the Toyooka region for the creation
of local communities living in co-existence with the Oriental white storks.

In addition, the progress of the activities was evaluated to clarify the current issues, and
the features of the mechanism for the expansion of activities carried out in the Toyooka
region were classified, reviewed and then compiled as the “Hyogo Toyooka Model”.
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